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Foreword

As President of Seychelles, | learned that protecting nature requires governments to make choices
today whose benefits may only become fully apparent years from now.

It takes political courage, but conservation and development do not have to be competing
ambitions. Protecting nature can strengthen livelihoods, grow economies, and build the resilience
of communities.

This Global 30x30 Assessment contains much that should encourage us. More than 50 countries
and territories already report protecting or conserving at least 30% of their land and inland
waters. Implementing existing commitments could bring global terrestrial protection much
closer to the 30% goal by 2030.

This progress matters. It shows that ambitious conservation is not an idea waiting to be tested.
Governments and communities are already demonstrating what is possible. We should recognize
that progress, learn from it and use it to give others confidence to go further.

But the greatest gap is now at sea. Existing commitments would bring global ocean protection
to only around 12% by 2030. Closing this gap will require a step change in the scale and pace of
action over the next four years, a challenge explored in greater depth in the accompanying Ocean
Protection Gap Report 2026.

Reaching 30% is also only part of the task. Declaring an area protected is where the work begins,
not where it ends. Years from now, people will judge success by whether forests are still standing,
wildlife is recovering, rivers, wetlands and ocean ecosystems are healthy, and communities are
better able to prosper alongside nature.

Where we protect matters, how we protect it matters, and whether that protection lasts matters.

Many of the places richest in nature have also been cared for by Indigenous Peoples and local
communities for generations. Indigenous and Traditional Territories could cover more than a third
of the world's land. Governments should approach this with humility. Indigenous rights, knowledge
and leadership must be recognised and supported. 30x30 should strengthen this stewardship, not
replace it.

Ambition must also be matched by resources. As a former head of government, | know that
ambition has to be paid for. The Assessment identifies an annual financing gap of approximately
$75-150 billion but also shows that practical financing approaches already exist.

The next four years will show what our promise meant. This Assessment shows how far we have
come, and how much more the world must now deliver. Across land and ocean, ambition must
become action, and no country can deliver this promise alone.

We should ask what we want the next generation to inherit from the decisions we make now.

Danny Faure
Former President of the Republic of Seychelles
2016-2020
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In 2022, 196 countries agreed to protect and conserve at least 30 percent of the
world's land and ocean by 2030 (referred to as Target 3, or 30x30 interchangeably
{2.1}) through the adoption of the landmark Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. Crucially, the 30x30 target also includes key qualitative elements,
underscoring that implementation should focus on the places most important for
biodiversity, ensure effective management and equitable governance,
support ecological representativeness and connectivity, and recognize and
respect the rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities, including over
their traditional territories.

The 30x30 target reflects a growing recognition that protecting nature is
fundamental not only to halting and reversing biodiversity loss, but also to
maintaining climate stability, clean water, food security, public health, and long-
term economic resilience [1,2]. Partial ecosystem collapse could cost the global
economy more than USD 2.7 trillion annually while more than half of global GDP
depends on nature-related services [3]. Seagrasses, mangroves, and saltmarshes
absorb and store carbon while coral reefs are among the world's most diverse
ecosystems, supporting fisheries and livelihoods while helping protect coastlines
and communities from storms. On land, forests regulate rainfall and support the
livelihoods of local communities, healthy soils retain water and nutrients that
are vital to global food security, and grasslands and savannas support wildlife.
Achieving 30x30 could generate up to approximately USD 450 billion in additional
annual GDP by 2050 and could support an estimated 4 million to 7 million jobs
{2.2.3}. In short, conservation should be treated as investment in productive natural
infrastructure, not as an environmental cost.

Four years after its adoption, 30x30 has become one of the defining global
commitments of this decade and a critical test of whether governments can turn
international ambition into meaningful action at national level. Based on the most
recent and comprehensive analysis of data, the 30x30 Global Assessment shows
that achieving 30x30 can be reached with renewed commitment and accelerated
actions. It showcases where action is happening, calls out where the greatest
gaps remain, and identifies practical pathways to 30x30 - from delivering on
countries’ existing commitments, to increasing nature finance, recognising and
directly resourcing Indigenous Peoples- and local communities-led conservation,
and accelerating action under the High Seas Treaty.

In 2026, with just four years until the target’s deadline, the world still has a realistic
opportunity to achieve 30x30. The majority of nations have submitted 30x30
commitments {4.1.1, 4.2.1}. Around 20 percent of land and inland waters and 10
percent of marine and coastal areas are currently designated as protected or
conserved {3.1.1, 3.2.1}. Many countries have taken recent action to protect and
conserve new areas, demonstrating real and encouraging progress on the ground.
The assessment outlines the priority steps that must now be taken to close the
remaining critical gaps on land and in the ocean, both in terms of coverage and
ensuring that the target’s key qualitative elements are met.

30x30 Global Assessment report
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The 30x30 Global Assessment brings together the latest evidence on protected and conserved
areas, national commitments, conservation outcomes, finance, and implementation to provide
the most comprehensive analysis to date of the world’s progress on reaching the 30x30
global target. It analyzes the current status of protected and conserved area designations,
including coverage and effectiveness, maps out coverage trajectories based on existing national
commitments, and identifies priority actions that governments can take to close the gap by
2030.

The assessment’s key findings include the following:

1.

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

The 30x30 target remains achievable with increased ambition and commitment.
Governments have already demonstrated that rapid progress is possible, but the
world is not yet on track to achieve 30 percent coverage. Important progress is already
happening across every region of the globe, and many countries have provided practical

models for others to follow {3}.

Approximately 20 percent of the
world’s terrestrial and inland waters are
designated as protected or conserved
{3.1.1, Exhibit 3.1}.

Approximately 10 percent of marine
and coastal areas are designated as
protected or conserved {3.2.1, Exhibit
3.18}.

Since 2022, global coverage has
increased by approximately 1.1
percentage points (approximately
1.3 million sgq.km) on land {3.1.1,
Exhibit 3.2} and 1.7 percentage points
(approximately 6 million sqg. km) at sea
{3.2.1, Exhibit 3.18}.

More than 50 countries and territories
already report terrestrial coverage
of at least 30 percent {3.1.3}.

Twenty-three countries and
terrritories report marine and coastal
coverage above 30 percent {3.2.3}.

1.6.

1.7.

1.8.

As leading regions in reported
coverage, Latin America has reached

approximately 29 percent terrestrial
coverage and approximately 26 percent
marine and coastal coverage, and
Oceania has reached approximately
24 percent terrestrial coverage and
approximately 41 percent in marine and
coastal coverage {3.1.3, 3.2.3, Exhibit 3.4,
Exhibit 3.21}.

Lighthouse examples such as Colombia,
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, the Philippines, and Canada,
are taking steps to advance the rights
of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities and recognize the critical
role they play in achieving biodiversity
conservation targets, including 30x30
{3.3.2}.

Many countries, including Brazil, Oman,
Australia, France, Costa Rica and
Colombia, have significantly expanded
protected and conserved areas in recent
years {3.1.3, 3.2.3, Exhibit 3.5, Exhibit
3.22} (Exhibit SPM2.1, Exhibit SPM2.2).

30x30 Global Assessment report

Exhibit SPM2.1

Countries with highest progress since 2020 in reported terrestrial and inland water
coverage in percentage points and absolute area

xx | Percentage of total area

Countries with highest progress in terrestrial and
inland water protected and conserved area
coverage since 2020

Country Change in coverage, pp
fmm Oman [
W Monaco _ 24
= Lesotho _ 23
Sg North Macedonia _ 19

£ seychelles _ 15

I Cabo Verde I s

B Armenia _ 15

n Saudi Arabia - 14

+ Georgia - 13

= Azerbaijan - 12

Countries with highest progress in terrestrial and

inland water protected and conserved area coverage
since 2020

Country

IEEaF<0K

Australia - 0.3
saudi Arabia  [Jij 03
Canada . 0.1
Oman I 0.1
Pakistan I 0.1
Turkiye I 0.1
Angola I 0

Uzbekistan I 0

Source: CBD National Reports; CBD National Biodiversity Action Plans; UNEP-WCMC and IUCN (2026)

Exhibit SPM2.2
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Countries with highest progress in reported marine and coastal protected and conserved
areas in percentage points since 2020 and absolute area in million sq. km

Countries with highest progress in marine
and coastal protected and conserved areas
coverage since 2020

Country Increase in coverage, pp

B 0 France _ 43
&= Costa Rica _ 26

mm Colombia _ 24

M Bahrain B 20

Bl Australia I s

s Oman B s

m Panama B s

W Ukraine B

B Saudi Arabia B
P4 Republic of Congo [ 1

Source: Protected Planet Report (2020); UNEP-WCMC and IUCN (2026)

Countries with highest progress in marine and

coastal protected and conserved area coverage

43
16

in Area since 2020
Country Increase in coverage, million sq. km
BE France NN /-
Bl Australia [ 1.4
® Japan I 0.2
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Colombia [ 0.2
Canada I 0.2
Costa Rica I 0.1
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Oman | 0.1
Peru | 0.1
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2. Existing commitments could close most of the terrestrial gap if promises and pledges
are turned into concrete, effective conservation plans. Commitments alone will not
protect nature, and many countries have not translated targets into mapped, costed,
and financed implementation plans {4, 5}.

3. Theoceanis a critical gap in global progress towards 30x30. The High Seas Treaty, which

entered into force in January 2026, provides the greatest opportunity to accelerate
ocean protection before 2030 {3}.

2.1. As of May 2026, 132 countries had 2.4. Only around 30 countries have traceable
quantified terrestrial and inland-water spatial plans, and fewer than 20 have
commitments {4.1.1}. detailed implementation plans covering

) o o costs, sequencing and timelines,

2.2. Full delivery of existing quantified governance and financing {5.1.2}.
commitments could raise terrestrial and
inland-water coverage to approximately 2.5. In many biodiversity-rich countries,
27 percent by 2030 {4.1.1, Exhibit 4.1} current commitments show limited
(Exhibit SPM 2.3). projected improvement across priority

ecosystems and biogeographic regions,

2.3. Comparable action by countries indicating that these areas require

that have not yet made quantified
commitments could increase global
terrestrial coverage to approximately
29 percent {4.1.1, Exhibit 4.1}(Exhibit
SPM 2.3).

Exhibit SPM 2.3
Potential terrestrial and inland water PCA coverage by 2030, percent

stronger commitments {4.1.2, 4.2.2}.

KO e « GBF Target 3
Protected area designations may accelerate as 29
countries move closer to the 2030 deadline,
resulting in faster gains than historical trends 7 ) ‘National targets’
25 would suggest. _- < 27
e rd
”~
”~
P 22
- - -0 ‘Historical pace’
20 s
20 g
' M
0
2020 22 24 26 28 2030

Source: UNEP-WCMC and IUCN (2026); Protected Planet Report (2024); National Targets (CBD)
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3.1. Global marine and coastal coverage which accounts for roughly two-thirds
stands at approximately 10 percent of the global ocean {3.2.1}.
{3.2.1, Exhibit 3.18}.
3.5. Onlyaround 1.5 percent of the High Seas
3.2. Around 22 percent of waters within is currently designated as protected or
national jurisdiction are designated as conserved {3.2.1}.
protected or conserved {3.2.1} . .
3.6. More than 50 million square kilometres
3.3. Existing quantified national of priority areas for conservation
commitments would raise protection beyond national jurisdiction have been
within national waters to approximately identified [4], including seamounts,
26 percent, although these hydrothermal vents, migratory
commitments would only increase corridors, deep-sea coral habitats
global marine and coastal coverage to and highly productive ocean
around 12 percent by 2030. Furthermore, systems such as the Southern
designating proposed marine protected Ocean {4.2.1, Appendix I.3}.
areas .m the High Seas by 2030 wogld 3.7. Only 3.5 percent of the ocean is
result in around 13 percent global marine
and coastal coverage {4.2.1, Exhibit 4.7, assessed as to be fully protected [5]
Exhibit 4.8} (Exhibit SPM2.4). {3.2.5}
3.4. The High Seas Treaty, also known  38- As much as 25 percent of what is

as the Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement,
provides the first legally binding global
framework for conserving biodiversity
in areas beyond national jurisdiction,

Exhibit SPM 2.4

Potential marine and coastal PCA coverage by 2030

reported as protected or conserved
is not implemented [6]. Effective
implementation will require scientific
cooperation, legal readiness, monitoring,
enforcement, engagement with local
stakeholders and rights-holders, and
dedicated finance.

B0 [ oo oosooooooooooooooooooooooo- « GBF Target 3

Protected area designations may accelerate as
countries move closer to the 2030 deadline,
resulting in faster gains than historical trends

26

20 would suggest.
‘Historical pace’
15 13-15
10 ‘National targets’

o8 ° 8 12

5

0

2020 22 24 26 28 2030

Source: IUCN and UNEP-WCMC (2026); Protected Planet Report (2024); National Targets (CBD)
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4.1.

411

412

42.

The finance gap remains one of the biggest barriers to achieving 30x30. Governments
are not on track to meet the finance targets they set to deliver the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework, including key targets like 30x30. Closing the finance
gap will require substantially greater national and international investments from
governments and increased support from private sector actors aligned around a shared
objective. There are already proven effective conservation and finance models that
have the potential to be deployed at a global scale to help achieve 30x30 {5, 6}.

Delivering 30x30 is estimated to require
approximately USD 100-180 billion
annually. Current annual spending is
estimated at around USD 24 billion,
leaving an annual financing gap of
approximately USD 75-150 billion [7]
{5.4.1, Exhibit 5.2}.

Marine 30x30 requires approximately
USD 16 billion annually but currently
receives only around USD 1.8 billion
{5.4.1}.

Around 70-90 percent of global
protected-area financing needs are
concentrated in low- and middle-
income countries, as they host the
areas most important for biodiversity
{5.4.1, Exhibit 5.3}.

Domestic public budgets remain
the foundation of protected
and conserved area finance, in
low income, middle income and
high income countries {5.4.1}.

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

Tracked international finance for 30x30
reached approximately USD 1.1 billion in
2024, well below the USD 6 billion per
year that is implied under GBF Target
19's USD 30 billion annual international
finance target, assuming protected and
conserved areas account for a fraction
of global biodiversity conservation
funding needs [8]) {5.4.1, Exhibit 5.3}.

Five major funding sources (Germany,
World Bank, Global Environment
Facility (GEF), European Union, and
Rainforest Trust) account for more than
half of tracked international finance for
protected and conserved areas [8].

Numerous finance mechanisms, policy
approaches, and implementation
initiatives have demonstrated
successful models that could be
expanded and scaled, including the
Legacy Landscapes Fund, Enduring
Earth, SPACES, BIOFIN, the Blue
Nature Alliance, debt-for-nature
swaps, and payments for ecosystem
services {5.4.2}.

8 30x30 Global Assessment report

51

52.

53.

5.3.1.

53.2.

Indigenous Peoples and local communities already steward many of the world’s most
biodiverse and ecologically intact and rich areas. Indigenous Peoples’ rights, governance
systems, and knowledge are central to 30x30 implementation globally. Scaling rights-
based and community-led conservation and recognising the leadership, knowledge,
and practices of Indigenous Peoples and local communities as stewards of some of
the world’s most vital ecosystems is one of the most feasible and effective ways to
accelerate progress on 30x30. Indigenous and Traditional Territories (ITTs) need to
be recognized as a distinct system contributing to 30x30, based upon clear human
rights-based criteria and FPIC, safeguards and long-term conservation outcomes {2, 5}.

Indigenous Peoples’ and local
communities’ lands and territories
could cover up to 35 percent of the
world’s terrestrial surface and would
benefit from formal recognition as ITTs,
or another conservation designation,
according to their FPIC {3.3.2}.

Around 60 percent of these lands
and territories have experienced no
to low human impact [9,10], and more
than 40 percent overlap with intact
ecosystems, high-biodiversity or
climate-stabilisation areas. They also
overlap with globally important water
and carbon systems {3.3.2}.

Evidence shows that when countries
adopt policies that recognize
Indigenous Peoples and local
communities as rights-holders and
conservation leaders, it strengthens
biodiversity outcomes. The following
are just several examples of including
Indigenous Peoples and local
communities in conservation planning:

Colombia has incorporated Indigenous,
Afro-descendant and peasant
territories into national biodiversity
planning {3.3.2, Appendix Il1}.

The Democratic Republic of the Congo
enacted a law (N°22-030 on 15 July
2022) protecting and promoting the
rights of Indigenous Pygmy Peoples,
establishing a framework for ensuring
Free, Prior and Informed Consent in all
conservation projects {3.3.2, Appendix

1}.

5.3.3. The Philippines formally adopted

5.3.4.

5.4.

5.5.

the Indigenous Peoples Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan (IPBSAP)
alongside its NBSAP as part of the
national conservation planning. {3.3.2,
Appendix I11}.

Canada explicitly recognizes First
Nations as the rightful stewards of
their territories, enshrined in legal
frameworks such as the 2016 Great
Bear Rainforest (Forest Management
Act. This, in turn, supports conservation
targets on both land and sea and
ensures long-term conservation
finance via mechanisms such as The
Great Bear Sea Project Finance for
Permanence [11-13] {3.3.2, Appendix
1},

The High Seas Treaty includes
provisions for effective participation
of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities throughout its institutions
and processes and the use of relevant
traditional knowledge is one of the
guiding principles for achieving the
Treaty's objectives.

Long-term success requires secure
tenure, Free, Prior and Informed
Consent, self-determined governance,
Indigenous Peoples’ data sovereignty
and direct access to finance {5.2.2}.

a 30x30 Global Assessment report



6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

6.6.

30x30 will only succeed if protected and conserved areas deliver lasting outcomes
for biodiversity, and coverage must be matched by effective management, equitable
governance, long-term finance, and legal permanence. High-integrity protected and
conserved areas deliver stronger ecological outcomes, while sites exposed to weak
enforcement, competing uses, or overlaps with oil and gas blocks and mining concessions
remain vulnerable to habitat loss and reduced ecological intactness or protected area
downgrading, downsizing and degazettement. Where and how governments expand
protection is just as important as how much they protect {3, 5}.

Many protected areas lack sufficient
staffing, budgets, monitoring and
enforcement. Current spending on
protected areas was less than 30
percent of the funding needed for
effective management {5.3, 5.4}.

Only around 6.5 percent of protected
areas report a management-
effectiveness assessment in the global
GD-PAME [14] database since 2017
{3.1.5}.

Up to 2.68 million km? of protected
areas have experienced downgrading,
downsizing or degazettement until
2021. Recent examples include national
monument rollbacks in the US [15-17]
{3.1.5,3.2.5}.

Stricter terrestrial protected areas
recorded approximately half the habitat
loss of less restrictive categories [18]
{3.1.5}.

Only around half of mapped terrestrial
Key Biodiversity Areas [19] are currently
protected on land {3.1.5}.

Just 3.5 percent of the ocean is currently
fully or highly protected [5]. Fully
protected marine areas consistently
deliver stronger ecological outcomes
than multiple-use areas. No-take marine
areas can increase fish biomass by more
than 50 percent on average {3.2.5}.

6.7.

6.8.

6.9.

Only around 8 percent of Ecologically
or Biologically Significant Marine Areas
[20] are protected {3.2.4}.

Key terrestrial and inland water
ecosystems lack sufficient protection:
boreal forests and woodlands have
approximately 12 percent protection;
grasslands have approximately 13
percent protection; freshwater
ecosystems have approximately 18
percent protection; tropical forests have
approximately 21 percent protection;
and wetlands have approximately 29
percent protection {3.1.4}.

Vital offshore and deep-sea ecosystems
are protected at levels below 3 percent
{3.2.4}.

6.10. Many globally important regions,

6.11.

including the Western Ghats, Yangtze
Basin, Sargasso Sea and Coastal
East Africa, remain below 15 percent
protection {3.1.4}.

Other effective conservation measures
(OECMs) remain under-developed, with
only 16 countries reporting them and
12 with national frameworks (about
1 percent of land and 0.2 percent
of ocean), held back by unresolved
challenges around identification,
governance, credibility and quality
assurance {3.3.1}.

30x30 Global Assessment report
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The remaining years to 2030 are decisive for 30x30. Progress has been made, and 30x30 remains
achievable. Parties have an agreed global framework, a clear target and a growing evidence
base on where action can deliver the greatest value for nature and people. Both the current
gaps in coverage and qualitative aspects can be closed, but only with a material acceleration
in ambition and delivery.

1.

1.1

1.2.

1.3.

1.4.

1.5.

All countries must take urgent action to implement all aspects of the 30x30 global
target, including through additional commitments, new designations, and improved
management of existing protected and conserved areas {6.1.1}.

The remaining Parties who have not
made quantifiable 30x30 commitments
must do so urgently.

Parties with globally significant
ecosystems should strengthen and
further increase the ambition of their
quantified national contributions to
30x30.

All countries must embed rights and
equity guardrails, such as FPIC, secure
tenure, benefit-sharing, displacement-
risk assessment, grievance mechanisms
and women'’s and youth participation,
as conditions for designation and
continued recognition.

All countries must translate their Target
3 commitments into fully mapped,
costed, and financed implementation
plans.

Countries should establish high-
integrity protected and conserved areas
that prioritize high biodiversity areas
and focus on ecological representation,

1.6.

1.7.

connectivity, ecosystem services and
climate resilience, working together
where possible and appropriate.

Countries should make use of component
and complementary indicators agreed
for Target 3 to strengthen reporting
on governance, management
effectiveness, financing, ecological
outcomes and permanence, helping
distinguish genuine implementation
from nominal gains.

Coverage alone is insufficient.
Protected and conserved areas should
contribute to 30x30 only when they
meet the qualitative requirements of
Target 3. Countries should therefore
strengthen governance, management,
enforcement, monitoring and long-
term stewardship of both existing
and new areas, addressing ineffective
‘paper parks’, preventing reversals, and
ensuring that implementation delivers
measurable and lasting outcomes for
biodiversity, people, and climate.

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

3.1

3.2.

Countries must accelerate the effective implementation of the High Seas Treaty to
help close the ocean protection gap {6.1.1}.

Countries that have not yet ratified the
High Seas Treaty should do so without
delay.

At BBNJ COP1, Parties should agree to
effective and efficient institutions, rules
and procedures for the Treaty, so that
effective implementation can begin as
soon as possible.

Parties should use BBNJ COP1 to signal
ambition and build momentum around
implementation of networks of High
Seas Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
to support delivery of 30x30.

Countries should continue building
the scientific foundations and political

2.5.

2.6.

support for High Seas MPA proposals
to ensure proposals are ready for
submissions once the relevant
processes are operational.

Parties should strengthen national
coordination for BBNJ implementation
and build the legal and institutional
capacity to participate effectively in
COP decisions.

Countries should also accelerate
protection of international waters
through existing tools and bodies,
including support for the Antarctic
MPA proposals under Convention on
the Conservation of Antarctic Marine
Living Resources (CCAMLR).

All countries must take urgent action to recognize and support the full range of
conservation pathways, including Indigenous and Traditional Territories and OECMs
that meet the CBD criteria, that deliver long-term biodiversity outcomes {6.1.1}.

Where Indigenous Peoples and local
communities would like their territories
to count towards 30x30, countries
should enable this without requiring
classification as protected or conserved
areas. To this end, countries should
move forward with officially recognizing
Indigenous and Traditional Territories
(ITTs) as a distinct way to contribute
to 30x30, in addition to protected
areas and other effective conservation
measures. Recognition must be
grounded in tenure rights with decision-
making authority, and supported by the
development and application of agreed
conservation guidelines and criteria,
with necessary policies codified in
national legislation.

Parties should adopt the Article 8(j)
guidelines at CBD COP17, formally and
globally recognising ITTs as a distinct
system complementary to protected
areas and OECMs.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

All countries should support Indigenous
Peoples and local communities in
reporting on ITTs and their contribution
to conservation, with safeguards for
sensitive information and full respect
for data sovereignty.

All countries should establish national
OECM frameworks, aligned with CBD
Decision 14/8 and IUCN criteria.
Countries should integrate OECMs into
national spatial planning and NBSAP
accounting, identify and assess private
and community areas with OECM
potential, and register qualifying OECMs
in the World Database on OECMs and
Protected Planet.

Countries should create incentives
for private and community actors
to conserve their lands and waters,
including through tools like tax breaks,
conservation-easement equivalents
and stewardship payments that make
OECM-qualifying management viable.

30x30 Global Assessment report



4.1.

42.

43.

4.4.

4.5.

Governments, alongside philanthropies and the private sector, must urgently increase

finance for biodiversity and 30x30 {6.1.2, 6.2}.

As agreed at COP15, parties must
urgently strengthen domestic public
finance for biodiversity and 30x30
through budgets, fiscal planning, and
the reform or redirection of harmful
subsidies and incentives, consistent
with Target 18, and provide transparent
accounting of those expenditures.

Governments should put in place the
regulations, policies and incentives
necessary to generate increased private
finance for biodiversity and 30x30.

Wealthy nations should urgently
increase international funding for
30x30 in line with Target 193, bringing
new and additional announcements
to COP17. This international public
finance should be delivered particularly
to lower-income countries with limited
fiscal space and directly to Indigenous
Peoples and local communities.

Parties should expand the contributor
base beyond OECD donors and actively
recruit non-traditional contributors
to make a “first-time funder” pledge
at COP17, including Gulf states, East
Asian economies and upper-middle-
income countries with high biodiversity
dependence or growing international
finance capacity. They should also
mobilize new philanthropic capital from
the technology sector, high-net-worth
individuals, and corporate foundations.

As scientific evidence indicates that
nature-based solutions could contribute
up to one-third of the climate mitigation
needed by 2030 while also supporting
adaptation, biodiversity, and human
well-being, countries should make
national and global targets to direct
at least 30 percent climate finance to
nature.

4.6.

4.7.

4.8.

4.9.

Countries should work with
implementation programs and initiatives
to develop costed 30x30 investment
plans and bankable protected-area and
OECM opportunities ready for public,
philanthropic and blended finance
(building on models like SPACES and
PFPs).

Governments should increase
direct, multi-year, flexible finance
for Indigenous Peoples- and local
community-led stewardship through
low-barrier mechanisms with
transparent tracking of what reaches
territories, such as GEF Heart of
Conservation Initiative (multi-lateral),
in partnership with philanthropic efforts,
such as the Forest Tenure Funders
Group and directly to Indigenous-led
Funds.

Governments and institutional investors
should pledge to capitalize the Tropical
Forest Forever Facility to substantially
increase finance for the long-term
conservation of tropical forests.

Parties should work with stakeholders to
develop a cost estimate for protecting
30 percent of the High Seas, and
subsequently mobilize sufficient and
predictable finance from public and
private sources to reach that target.

30x30 Global Assessment report

5.1

52

Countries must mainstream nature and reduce land- and sea-use pressures in national

decision-making.

Government treasuries must begin
to consider investment and funding
towards 30x30 as not just about
conservation, but about investing in
public goods in the national, regional
and global interest, including economic
resilience, food production, water
supply, public health, critical climate
and planetary systems and global and
national security.

In line with Target 14, Parties must
integrate biodiversity and natural capital
values into national accounts, budgets,

-

spatial plans, infrastructure pipelines
and investment decisions to put a value
on the ecosystem services that these
areas provide to the whole world. This
should include reducing pressures from
agriculture, fisheries, forestry, energy,
resource extraction and infrastructure
expansion, while advancing Targets
10 (enhancing biodiversity and
sustainability in agriculture, aquaculture,
fisheries, and forestry) and 16 (enabling
sustainable consumption choices to
reduce waste and overconsumption).

.
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